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Region 7
Great Plains

CO-KS-MO-ND-
NE-SD-UT-W

Donald Murphy
7440 Terry Drive

La Vista, NE 68128
402-339-5849 Tel

regonT@aka.kite.org
(End ofterm -2002)

Hello Region 7,

Regretfully, Kite season has come to an end for our region. Since the last
issue, We attended the Callaway Kite Festival in Callaway, Nebraska on

Labor Day Weekend. It was a great Festival with about 100 fliers from the

region. Special guests included Scott Skinner from Colorado. Scott brought
a very special young flier from Yokohama, Japan. Ken Odagawa, age 24, rs

the son of Aki Odagawa, owner of "Kite World" virtual Kite store. He is a

JKA member & supporter of sport kite fliers visiting Japan. Ken started

flying at age 8. He is still in college with ajob at Cisco Systems in the future.

Ken enjoyed his visit to the U.S. and spent time in Colorado, Nebraska, and

Washington. As usual in Callaway, we enjoyed great flying, great food, and
great camaraderie.

On September 15, I attended "Kites over Burlington" in Burlington, IA.
Following the events of Sept. I l, Phil Broder worked very diligently to keep

the Festival alive. Even with the sadness in our Nation, it was redeveloped

to be a Red, White, and Blue fly. It was a great success. Phil organized a

great festival that was well attended by many accomplished flyers.

September 30, Bruce Kenkel from Omaha, and I started out for Billings,
MT. We stopped along the way to pick up ND flyer Deb Lenzen. We three

arrived in Billings early Monday moming to a breathtaking view of the city.
The reception dinner on Monday night was put on by Terry Lee and it was

terrific. Included was a chuckwagon dinner and live entertainment. We

enjoyed the large kite display at the Airport that included Kites built by many
renowned kitebuilders. This was a beautiful display - not to be missed! We

experienced four ofthe most beautiful flying days ever for a convention. A
highlight of the week was a side trip to the Custer Battlefield Memorial Park.

Deb Lenzen of Garrison, ND was invited to fly her 2nd place winning train
kites representing various Native American Symbols. Deb was assisted by
John and Mary Gabby of CO. Other kite builders were also invited and the

event was witnessed by a Native American Elder. This was an emotional
and uplifting experience for all ofus.

The Kite Auction was very successful. My kite budget has once again been

tapped out. It made us very proud that the Arch of 27 kites made and

donated by my home club of Midwest Winds Kiteflyers was auctioned for
$400.00. Even though the number of people attending the Convention this
year was lower than usual, the Auction still raised over $18,000 for the

AKA.

The Awards Banquet on Saturday night was a lot of fun, especially because

there were several winners from Region 7. Here are the results: Elmon
Morrison - Special Award in Novice Kite building; Deb Lenzen - Highest
score in Visual, 2nd place in Train Kites; Mike Gee - 2nd place line art; Chris
Dodson - 3rd place flat kite; Mary Gabby - Highest score in Flight; Mary &
John Gabby - 3rd place in Bowed Kites, l st place in Flat Kites, 3rd place in
Arch Kites, 3rd place in Line art, 3rd place in co-operative kites. Way to go

Region 7 ! ! ! We're all very proud of you. This was a great Convention and it

was sad that more people didn't attend. Hope to see more at Ocean City,
MD next year.

Finally, the last fly of the season for us was Saturday Oct. l3 at the Pumpkin
Festival and Dakota Kite Festival in Webster, SD. Our hosts, Paul & Karen
Johnson made our visit most enjoyable. We flew at the City Airport. At-
tending were Mike Gee and family, Chris Dodson and sons, Deb Lenzen,

Betty and myself. We managed to put on a great show and everyone there

said they really enjoyed it - even though we had to compete with the Pump-

kin Catapulting Contest. We all enjoyed the Big Sky and Big Wind of South

Dakota.

Just a reminder to all ofyou. Please get your schedules for the upcoming
year to me as soon as possible, so I can get the information on the web site.

Keep me informed, so I can keep you informed.

Region B

South Central
AR-I-A-NM-OK-TX

Gayle Woodul
106 Main Street

Marble Falls, TX 78654
830-598-2414 Tel

regionS@aka.kite.org
(End of term 2002)

The Oklahoma Balloon Fest, in mid-August, was incredible. Okay - the hot
air balloons were impressive; but we had lots of kite fighters, some beautiful
singleJines flying, and the Oklahoma City Kiters provided us with hours of
team flying entertainment. The Oklahoma Buggiers and Troy Gunn even

showedus some "traction action", and the Dermers had the bestprzzasthat
were ever created delivered to the field for all of the kiters. Although we
occasionally cleared the skies for either parachutists or a sporadic rain, it
was a wonderful weekend for everyone. Thanks to the folks from Texas and

even Arkansas (I LOVE Marie & Mike!) who brought sky toys to share

with everyone.

The following weekend, Dodd Gross came to Galveston to teach a "Flight
School" class. Spence Wikel organized the event without a hitch, which had

about 16 attendees. The weekend delivered lots ofsun, sand, wind, a live
band, a master kite instructor, and lots of folks all sharing their love ofkiting !

What more could you ask for? Everyone got to brush up their technique on
tricks, precision, fighters, duals, quads, ultra lights, and even got in some

buggying! Thanks to Dodd Gross, Chris atNew Tech, and Spence forpulling
together this event which everyone enjoyed!

Throughout the region, "Freedom Flies" filled the air the troubled weekend

of September l5th & 16th. Our patriotic memorial statements were well
received and appreciated by the public. I got reports from all over the 5 state

area of passers-by honking, waving, and giving the "thumbs-up" as they
drove by the flying fields. Some folks even pulled their cars over and parked

to approach the fliers and ask about the "Freedom Fly" and to offer their
own encouragement and support. A personal note ofappreciation to every-
one who pprticipated in a "Freedom Fly" - anyrvhere.

On September 2l st, we approached the Plano Balloon Fest cautiously, since

it was so soon after the national devastation. Organizer Troy Gunn brought in
Austin End Of The Line (EOL) kite team to help with the event and to
provide entertainment. Eddie Zihlman and EOL set up a beautiful row of red,
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white, and blue banners which made quite a statement. Both the Austin and

Dallas area kiters brought some magnificent single line art to fly at the event.

The kiters provided not only single, dual, and quad performances; but also

had extensive flight training on each for the general public. Additionally, EOL
brought their Bol collection so that we could exhaust the spectators (not to
mention ourselves!) with Bol races. Although the FAA had grounded the hot
air ba1loons, they were able to inflate while tethered, and provided a beautiful
light show for everyone. In the evenings, live concerts and a fireworks show
gave us the opportunity to just sit and enjoy being entertained by others. We

met a lot of new friends and were all privileged to help share some smiles,

fun, and pride with others after so much recent shock and sorrow.

The convention in Billings was tremendous fun and I was pleased to see so

many attendees from region 8 there! Not to dismiss my regional "family", I
most enjoyed getting the opportunity to visit with people from the other re-

gions. You all already know this, but what a wonderful organization we have!

I look forward to seeing everyone again next year. Thanks to all who came

to Billings and contributed to making it such a great gathering!

On the same weekend as convention, the region had a festival in Harker
Heights, near Killeen, Texas. Kites Unlimited of Galveston and Austin EOL
were invited to come and provide entertainment for the "Star Fest". A couple

of252's on 300-foot lines worked as attention getters to draw in the crowds,

while EOL provided both team and individual demos throughout the day. Bol
races kept the kids, ofALL ages, involved in the action on the flying held. A
local photographer learned - the HARD way - to never stand in the middle
of the flying held during a candy drop! He was warned, but he wanted to be

in the middle of the action to capture it all... no problem. Well, he captured it,
all right. He leamed better, as the trampling mass of kids fast approached

him with fire in their eyes!

Once again, thanks to everyone involved in these activities or any other area

or local kite flies. Locally, regionally, and even nationally, you've once again

proven yourselves to be a special group of people with an immovable spirit of
goodness and sharing. Know that it shows and is contagious to others.

Region 9

ID-MT-OR
Rod Thrall

2106 SE 47th Avenue,
Hillsboro, OR 97123

503 681-8348 Tel
region9@aka.kite.org
(End of term -2003)

WOW! What a season it has been. From the hrst "official" festival of the
yeaq the Puffrn in Cannon Beach, OR., to the final fun fly in Albuquerque,
NM, it has been a busy time.

Since last rve met the pickup has logged over 7000 miles traveling to festivals
all over the region and beyond. From Brookings to Berkeley to Manzanita
and beyond we have had a busy time and have enjoyed flying with many of
the folks in the region on numerous occasions.

We spent another wonderful weekend as guests of the Port of Brookings
Harbor in Brookings, OR, helping to put on the show for the spectators. This
is a wonderful festival with each of the flyers being an invited guest. It is a

tough place to fly the big bear but we managed to get him in the air for both
days. The Rogue Valley Windchasers were once again in attendance giving
a helping hand to all the flyers.

We attended the Berkeley festival once again this year- Beth Drake from
here in Oregon was once again in attendance and flew her gorgeous kite
arch to an award in the best handcrafted kite competition. In fact the Region
9 contingent brought home all the awards in the single line categories. It was

a great time.

Looks like Manzanita, OR, will be holding a festival next year. The city
contacted Peter Loop to see about holding a fun fly there the first weekend
of August to test the waters. Peter and family, Andy and Denise Tauber,

Doc Counce, the Gombergs, Doug and Linda LaRock from Yakima and the

Thralls showed up. Reports were that we were stopping traffic on Hwy 101.

Look for this one to show up on the schedule next year.

After a weekend off everything just kinda blurs from there until the end of
the season. We spent the week at WSIKF then attended The lst Annual
South Beach Kite Festival in Crescent City, CA. This one is organized by
the Rogue Valley Windchasers and what a job they did. The only thing that
went wrong all weekend long was that the tide came in on Sunday and

flooded a portion of the flying field. Not to worry though, kitefliers are a

resourceful bunch and wejust worked around it. Ifyou don't have plans for
Labor Day weekend next year put this one on the calendar.

September found us in Eugene for the Asian Kite Festival, more of a funfly
than anything else. We enjoy attending every year and flying with folks that
we don't see very often. Peter Betancourt did an admirable job on the mic
and kept things moving along. Next up was the Mix 96 Kitefest in Sacra-

mento. We had a wonderful time and along with a large crew that included
Larry and Debbie Smith from Grants Pass helped to assemble and launch

Peter Lynn's Megabite. David Gomberg drove down with us for this one and

directed the assembly on Saturday night. Ripley's Believe it or Not was

there all day Sunday to interview Peter Lynn. The next weekend we were in
Lincoln City for the Fall Festival. Ronda Brewer and the Kite Friendship
Society do a greatjob every spring and fall and put on a wonderful festival.

Now it's that time of year to repair the old stuffand create new things for
next year. The Annual Oregon Kitemakers retreat is coming up Jan 27-20..

This is a wonderful time to get together with some great kite makers and

create your very own flying creations. There is as always a wonderful group

of instructors lined up. For info, call 360-750-7772 or email
orkitemkrs@aol.com. Hope to see you there.

photo by Darrin Skinner
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Region I0
Northwest

AK-WA

Mury Bos
l4lDamon Road

Hoquiam, WA 98550
360-289-4940 Tel

region 1 O@aka.kite.org
(End of term - 2003)

If you didn't go to Billings, you missed quite a kite event. The weather was
nice (except for Wednesday), winds light to moderate, the fields nice, and
the hosts gracious. The region l0 attendees came homewith many awards.Sam
Houston won Grand Champion Handcrafted Kite award with his blue but-
terfly and celtic knot noodle kite. Shake Sam's hand next time you see him,
his kite flew wondefully in the 14+ mph winds and 35 degree temperatures.
Sam also won first place in Bowed with the noodle and first place in the
Line Laundry category with his display of chains, twisty tubes, Catherine's
Wheels.

Little Vic, as usual, cleaned up at the pin challenge. Many others were
present in flying kites, swapping pins, visiting, taking pictures, and having a
good time. The Northwest Sport Kiters were present in the awards. Reid
Wolcott won Masters Individual Ballet; Reid and his father, Rick, won Mas-
ter Pairs Precision in their R.A.W. Power pair. Team 6th Sense (Scott Davis,
Bud Rogers, and Wayne Turner) won Experienced Team Precision and
Ballet. Scott Davis and Bud Rogers won Experienced Pairs Precision and
Ballet as 6th Sense. A very new flier to the sport kite competition circuit,
Marcia Cannon with her husband Jeny placed second in Experienced Pairs
Ballet as the Last Flight Out. Wayne Turner won first in Experienced Indi-
vidual Precision. Bud Hayes and Scott Davis won trophies in Experienced
Ballet during those very trying conditions (it was 30 degrees with sprinkles)
congratulations, there was very stiff competition for all places. Steve Buck
and Vicki Casal won first and second place in Novice Individual Precision.
Chris Casal, Mike Huff, Terry Huff, Linda Hayes, Steve Bates, and others
did yeoman duty in volunteering for field positions to make the convention
happen.

WSKIF was going strong on the days I attended (I missed the rainy days).
Many kite displays, demonstrations, and kite lessons were going strong.
Maybe next year I can attend more days. There were many large kites up
near and close to the Bolstad approach, giving a feeling of a close and
intimate kite flying.

Whidbey Island Kite Festival in late September had warm weather and
wind! Many sporl kiters showed up and flew. Geny and Cliff Pennell put on
quite a single-line show. Cliffsaid the bears had bulked up too much while
training for the teddy bear drop. The bears would pull the kite down because

of their weight (read we had too light winds for the bears), so Cliff had
someone throw the bear into the air; all the teddy bear catchers seemed
satisfied with the "drop".

For the upcoming events, the Oregon Kitemakers Retreat is coming up in
January. A great check-mating workshop to attend, good company, good
food, and good classes. E-mail Rod Thrall (region9@aka.kite.org) for more
information.

Yes, the Fort Worden Kitemakers Retreat is coming up, March I,2, and 3rd.
Some ofthe featured teachers are: Rob Brassington (Australia), John Free-
man, Scott Hampton, George Peters (Colorado), George A. Peters (Se-
attle), Barry Poulteq Teny Sansom (Texas), Randy Shannon (Arizona), Rolf
and Claudia Zimmerman (Germany), and many more. Ifyou are interestcd

you can E-mail kitemakers@netscape.net or check www.kitemakers.org
formore information.

Christmas season is coming up. If you are stumped for a present, give the
person a membership to the AKA. Another gift-giving idea that probably
won't be duplicated by others, give a kite or kite accessory. Let others
experience what you know about kiting.

Region I2
Southwest

Southern CA-AZ-HI
Glen Rothstein

24408 McBean Parlcway, #113
Valencia, CA 9I355
(661) 2ss-L405 Tel

regionl2@aka.kite.org
(End of term -2003)

Happy New Year! You all should be very proud of yourselves. There were
more events in our Region in 2001 than ever before!

August had us in Redondo Beach for the Late Summer Festival of the Kite.
The First Annual Buggy Boogie Fall Thang took shape on El Mirage Dry
Lake. Corey Jensen was on hand filling our minds with Corey-Ism's while
New AKA members Dave & Mike Kennedy filled our stomachs with Prime
Rib & Com on the Cob YEAH BABY! Following the tragic events on
September l lth, many of us took to the skies that next weekend and Flew
for Freedom. Proving that KITES DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! We
were not done though. The next weekend was the annual Fall version ofthe
Route 66/SDKC Sister Club Fly in San Diego along with the Huntington
Beach Kite Tournament put on by the SCSKL.

When members came back from ourNational Convention in Billings, they
hit Seal Beach on the l3th & 14th of October for a SCSKI Competition and
2-Day Festival. This event was an even better success than last years
event. Gomberg Kite Productions was on hand with Geckos, Octopi, Pen-
guins, Bears and, of course, Susan was doing most of the work (again!).
We had the Bay Area Sundowners (who brought the FOG with them) flying
in what they would call "Negative Wind" and "Berkeley Light" as well.
There was a beautiful 120+ Rainbow Eddy Train and Carl Hanson amazed
the crowd with 2 terrific Kite Aerial Photography demos to the tune of
"Weird Science". The Up, Up, and Away Kite Club, Japan American Soci-
ety, Rod and Marty Milbum and J. R. Tolman were also on hand adding to
the experience.

One week later we actually had to choose which event to go to! Kathy
Plummer resurrected the old AVI event and renarned it the "Art in the Sky"
Festival. Bullhead City AZ stnrggled with light winds and heary spirit with
the likes of The Gibians, The Milbums, The Arizona Free Flyers, The Route
66 Kite Club, Fighter Pilots Steve Bateman & Johnny Hsiung (to name a

few), Scott Skinner, and Roger Maddy with his "Chopper" Teeth. On the
ground, Carveth & Luella Kramer delighted the folks with their beautiful
Banner display. A little North and a little West found the rest of us in Pismo
Beach for the First Annual "Kites Over Pismo". It was a "Teaser" for the
55th Annûal Clam Festival. This tumed out to be an event BEYOND ex-
pectations. My fellow Region 11 Director Brian Champie brought down
many members from up Norlh and we shared an awesome weekend. The
kiddies had a great time flying on field one while the hearlstopping demos by
"Team Too Much Fun", Bi Dance, DespoShampo, Brian Todd, Dan Whitney,
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and Avispados were rippin' up field two. The astonished cro'"Sds were
treated to Single Line Displays "Never Before Seen" in those parts. While
Dan Whitney had the BIG Octopus and Teddy Bear shuggling for position,
James Warner and Bro-In-Law Greg (The Safety Crew) did not give up
and relaunched the "440" while the BIG Windsock ATE THE EDDY ARCH!
From AZ to CA we had it going on that weekend! Tracey & Jeff Erzin
have already volunteered to come down and help with this year's event.
Based on what I went through on the "Sound Balcony", this VERY good
news...Thanks you Two!

On November 3rd, the Route 66 Kite Club added to the fun at a charity
event hosted by the H.O.P.E. Division of the Child Crisis Center - East
Valley. Imagine, using Kites to make people feel better.

Here's to a Kite-filled New Year!

Region I I
N. California

Monterey County North-NV
Brian Champie
75I0 Corrine Street

San Ramon, CA 94583
(925) 829-0683 Tel

region 1 1 @aka.kite. org
(End of term -2003)

What a summer we had, I looked back at my calendar and saw that I
managed some 26 events! Not all of then in region I I but quite a few of
them were.....

One memorable event was the Golden Gate Challenge. This year marked
the tenth Anniversary of this popular event, The Northem Califomia kite
club with the help of the Bay Area Sport Kite league put on a class event
that attracted more competitors than other large events in the area, with 9
novices , the hopes ofa great new season are high. The Club made some
changes this year and even managed to make a profit. One ofthe changes
was the new trophies - printed mugs, a trophy you can actually use!

Tom McAlister deserves some attaboys for putting together this years Mix
96 fest in Elk Grove . Tom was able to get the largest kite in the world there
as well as Peter Lynn to fly it complete with Dave Gomberg as Peter's
helper! This kite defies description; of course I'm referring to the MEGA
Ray. This monster , with its tall, is 223 feet long and 138 feet wide, with a

total area of 30,77 4 square feet! Even photos of this baby don't tell the
story especially photos ofit flying, your brainjust tells you it's a big kite, not
a BIG BIG kite ! Rod and Cindy Thrall were down from Oregon with their
kite circus as well . I don't know how Tom planned the flying cars , but that
was a festival first for me!

Mix 96 is becoming a must do for us kite nuts, Tom has NO problem getting
volunteers now that everyone knows it includes two great dinner parties !

Thanks Tom !

I just retumed from a brand new event in Pismo Beach, yes it's the end of
October and we are still going to events . . . gotta love it! James and Kendra
Wamer of "Sky's the Limit" kite shop and the city of Pismo did a greatjob
putting a fun event together, AND the BBQ wasn't bad either! PISMO -
now there is a town made for a convention! The beaches there were HUGE
and the sand was firm, manicured and FLAI - tons of room on the north
side of the pier for fields and on the south side you can buggy for miles !

AND it seems like there are a billion hotels in town too. . ...someone needs
to look into convention facilities......UH-O sounds like I just took on yet

anotherjob!

Speaking of Convention! Billings was Better than Great! The weather
was near perfect except for one day; Thursday it was damn cold! But it
didn't snow! The frelds were awesome, 50 acres of perfect grass divided
into competition and demo fields with aparking lot in the middle. - perfect!

I wish I could say the same about the wind, inland swirly up and down
"what was that" kind of wind.....BUT there was wind everyday! The
hotel couldn't have been any better either with its huge atrium for indoor
flying and gathering, a good size bar with friendly attendants complete
with a gathering area just outside of the bar ...again ....Perfect. A1l the
seminar rooms just around the comer; in one place, and on the same floor.
The fly marl and banquets were right there as well. And to top it all off a

good restaurant, the breakfast buffet was too good and the bacon was
killer! The Shuttle was just the ticket too; driven by volunteers it made
continual loops from the field only a couple miles away, and a BIG thanks
to Glen Haynes for the hours he spent driving it !

I'm sure the whole story will be told elsewhere in this issue but I do want
to mention Region I I Quad flier Vince Maranta who flew one of the nicest
quad ballets I have ever witnessed; for an Experienced quad first place
trophy. Oh yea and another region 1l flier took home the second place
trophy in Masters Ballet and that would be.. .. .... ME! : -)

Also of note, our own Chuck Sigal was nominated for the Edeiken award. . ..

It went to Tanna and Glen Haynes but we are proud of Chuck's nomination
just the same ! Chuck was however awarded BASKL's spirit of kiting award
this year. Congrats Chuck you deserwe it! I'm sure glad I went; I enjoyed
Montana and its people... I had a blast!

Watch for a new BASKL event next season! We have reserved a portion of
the new Crissy Field lawn , in the completely renovated Park just west of
the marina green in San Francisco. The winds aren't all that nice there but
what a beautiful place to play, you're almost under the Golden Gate Bridge,
the bay, Alcatraz, beaches ...sigh! May llth be there! BASKL's com-
plete schedule is available atwww.BASKL.org.

Regionl3
International
Shuron Musto

272 St. George Road
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada R2M 5EB
(204) 255-6s61 Tel

rcgionl3@aka.kite.org
(End of term -2003)

Greetings and Happy New Year to all, whichever calendar you follow.

So much has happened since I wrote the last Region 13 report. I hardly
know where to begin...

Thank you to all who took the time to convey thoughts and condolences in
the days following the September I lth tragedies. As geographically distant
as many of us are from New York and DC, these acts of terrorism have
affected us all in a very real way. It is heartwarming to read about the many
"Freedom Fly's that took place the following weekend throughout North
America and around the world. Red, white, and blue kites, flags, banners,
and ribbons dominated.

continued on next page.
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That weekend, the Toronto Kite Fliers held their annual Air Canada
Kitefest, organized in conjunction with the Mandarin Club of Toronto.
This year's event yielded an $ I 1,1 88.00 donation to the Sick Children's
Hospital Foundation. The guest list focused on Canadian talent, and
fortunately, kite fliers from afar were still able to make it on time (in
some cases, a day later than planned, but it all worked out), despite
lengthy delays at the airports. The 2001 Kitefest included a new arch
project, "a great success" according to the TKF president. He added,
"Hopefully at the TKF Chili Blast in November, we can launch the
entire arch at once." I dunno .... does this strike you in the same
way it did me? If so, I hope no one lit a match!

It seems to me that One Sky One World events also held a greatcr
significance for those who participated. We had a great turnout here
in Winnipeg. The menacing clouds seemed to part for our little gath-
ering as they sprinkled only 15 minutes worth of light drizzle on us,
but dumped rain and hail on other parts of the city throughout the
afternoon. Magic!

Other Region l3 News: In light of all that has happened on the world
scene, including airline problems, the Rotorua, New Zealand World
Kite Festival 2002 has been postponed until 2004. Watch for updates
later in the year.

Despite a couple of days of inclement weather, the Washington State
International Kite Festival was, once again, a glorious week of cama-
raderie and fun in the wind (indoors too, of course). Granted, this
event is not in my region but, I always look forward to seeing old
friends and meeting new ones, including the guests and other fliers
who travel great distances to participate in the festival. This year,
WSIKF welcomed Mr. Modegi and Mr. and Mrs. Nakamura from
Japan, Jos and Kaatje Valcke and family of Belgium, Peter Lynn and
Anne & Peter Whitehead of New Zealand, Rob & Tracey Brasington
from Tasmania, Felix Mottram of the UK, the Bay Area Sundowners,
Tom and Jane - a honeymooning couple from the UK, and a number
of fighter kite aficionados from all over North America, vying for a

place of honor in the lst Short Line Fighter Kite World Cup. (My
apologies to anyone I may have inadvertently omitted.)

The Manjha Club International has organized a weekly discussion fo-
rum for fighter kite enthusiasts with internet access to chat online.
Ability to communicate in French is an asset. You will also have to
register a name and password with "yahoo groups". http:ll
fr. groups.yahoo. com/group/manjha_club/chat If French is not your
forte, consider subscribing to the NFKA fighter kite mailing list at
http://www.topica.com/lists/FighterKites/ .

Speaking of French, heartfelt wishes are extended to our friend, Yves
Laforest, as he continues to recover from a terrible and unfortunate
fall from scaffolding in October. Yves was putting up a kite display
when he fell and shattered his heels. We know he has a great deal of
strength and determination, and we look forward to seeing him back
on the kite field.

I regret that I was unable to attend the annual AKA convention held
this year in Billings, Montana. While attendance was lower than an-
ticipated (for a number ofreasons), the site and the weather turned
out to be exceptionally good and anyone who didn't attend missed
out, bigtime. Get your agendas out and pencil in: Ocean City, Mary-
land 

- 
first week of October. 2002.

Until next time.... Warm wishes for peace, health, good winds, and
time to do the things that bring you pleasure.

"Marconi". continued from page 27
. All of the kites were of the Baden-Powell type (Capt. B.F.S. Baden-
Powell:1860-1937)

. The Marconi Company first became acquainted with the Baden-Powell
kite design during a wireless assignment for the British Govemment during
the Boer War in South Africa.

. The kites were manufactured by G.C. Spencer and Bros. Ltd., Highbury
London, England. Spencer and Company was well known supplier ofbal-
loons and kites. The company no longer exists.

. An examination ofthe Baden-Powell patent and comparison with an extant
kite shows that some design rnodification was made by Spencer and Com-
pany.

. At least two of the kites broke away during the four days of flight in St.

John's. One was recovered from the Captain of a fishing boat and the other
from a valley on the north side of Signal Hill.
. Only two kites are known to remain from the set. One consists of only the
sail; the other is complete with sail, frame and part of the bridle intact.

. The sailofthe completekitemeasures 183.5 cm (6' 2.4")highby 177 cm
(5'9.5") wide.

. The sails are ofheavy cotton cloth. All outside edges were reinforced
with linen tape and sewn with cotton thread. Five separate cloth panels
were sewn together to make each kite sail.

;-Æikey stress point locations, where the frame and bridle attached to the
- kite sail, additional cotton cloth reinforcing panels were sewn in place.

. Brass grommets were used to provide access points to attach the frame
and bridle to the kite sail.

. The frame consists ofthree bamboo poles. The longeron is 199 cm (6'6'')
in length and the cross spars arc 215 cm (7') in length. Thus, when fully
assembled, the spars extend beyond the height and width ofthe sale

. The bridle was made of strong hemp cordage and was attached to the kite
in six places (at the outside cross spars and at mid-points where the cross
spars meet the longeron).

. There is no evidence of a bowing system for the kite in any ofphotos, or
archival documents extant.

On December 12,2001 at precisely l2:00 p.m. E.S.T (12:30 p.m. New-
foundland time) the centenary of long distance wireless communication will
be reached. The world is a very different place today because ofthe work
of Marconi and his wireless pioneers. It was a kite that provided the critical
aerial support for the amazing leap across the Atlantic Ocean.

The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the following in
providing source documents, archival information, personal assistance
and encouragement in assembling all of the materials for tltis porlion
o;f the tale of "Mr. Marconib Kites":
. Louise Weymouth, Archivist, Marconi plc, Chelmsford, England.
. Patti Bannister, Curator - P.A.N.L. The Provincial Archives of New-
foundland and Labrador St. Johnb Newfoundland.
. Don Parsons, Interpretation Specialist, Signal Hill National Historic
Site of Canada - Parks Canada.
. Mr Hal Holbrook, St. John's, Newfoundland, For taking the time to
provide me with a personal interview about the recollections of his fa-
ther William Holbrook, a kiteflier with the Marconi crew at Signal Hill.
. Jacques Lariviere, BAE Systems Canada Inc (ormer Marconi Canada
Inc.), Ville Saint-Laurent, Quebec
Special thanks to my good friend and mentor Eden Maxwell, who chal-
lenges me to "look through the window" created by kites in the slE-

This segment of "Mr Marconi's Kîtes"
@ November 2001. Robert (Bob) White
Port Colborne, ON Canada
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Go Fly A Kite'i is

delighted to announce

the addition of the

Joel K. Scholz

Signature Series" to our 2oo1 line.

Created by renoumed kite designer,

Joel K. Scholz, this selection of kites is

sure to amaze and impress even the most

discriminating kite enthusiasts. As we

continue to develop and grow to meet your

kiting needs we also strive to maintain the

leading edge. Go Fly a Kite'Ii' is continually

reaching new heights, and Joel Scholz

brings another fantastic facet to

our already superior collection. We are

both excited and honored to have him on

the Go Fly a Kite"' team. Available in Kite

Shops Everywhere!
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