






THE ORIENT EXPRESSED IN SEATTLE,WASHINGTON 

Kites,kite making and kite flying 
will be a colorful part of The Orient 
Expressed, Sept. 8 through Sept. 23, 
in Seattle, Washington. 

The Orient Expressed is a 16 day 
f estival in the Bon's downtown store 
which will highlight the culture and 
artistry of Japan and Hong K ong. 
Over 230 artisans and craftspeople 
from the Orient plan to travel to 
Seattle to take part in the festivities. 

A kite team consisting of eight men 
from Shirone, Japan will cause much 
of the kite e x c itement. Shirone is 
well known to kite enthusiasts through
out the world for its annual kite 
flying festival. Giant kites are 
featured in the Shirone festival and 
require 8 to 12 men to fly them. 

During the first week of the 
festival, the Shirone kite team will 
construct and paint kites, including 
a giant kite which they will fly as 
part of the festival's Sports Day. 

Tsutomu Hiroi, noted sculptor and 
professor at Tokyo Gakuei University, 
will accompany the Shirone team. 
Hirai's avoc·ation, since childhood, 
has been to make and fly kites. He is 
renowned in international kite circles 
as he is

-
in internaUon art circles. 

THE WASHINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 
will sponsor an exhibit of kites from 
their membership in The Bon. Carl 
Brewer, president of the Association 
will demonstrate indoor kite flying in 
the store. (Remember our last article 
about Carl and the events that lead to 
his holding the World's record for 
keeping a kite aloft, indoors-----) 

Sports Day is September 16th. 
THE WASHINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 
members are assisting with the Sports 
Day Kite F estival. 

The schedule of kite events starts 
with free-form kite flying, followed 
by giant kite flying of the eight man 
Shirone team and ....... twang the lines 
with these IIvolunteers" ? a team from 
THE WASHINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION. 

Grand prize for the kite festival is 
a nine-foot wing span crane kite, a Goto 
Design, imported from Japan. 

SHIRONE KI TEFLIERS FROM SAKURA-MACHI 
neighborhood launch their 5 x 7 meter 
CHO (butterfly) kite, r u nning along the 

Japanese kite designs are popular acr oss 
the Atlantic. ALAN GOODCHILD is seen 
at Wanstead Flats with his. 
Note Alan's son to the right with the 
knitted pullover. (Translation of the 
symbols, anyone?) 

top of the dike on the bank of the 
Nakanokuchi River, which separates 
Shirone from adjacent village of Ajikata. 

(Many thanks to H.G. 
Moulton in Bushey, Watford ,  for this 
correspondence f r om across the Atlantic) 

* * * WEIJ:OME TO THE NEW AKA ME11BER SHOPS * 

The following are recently associated 
rrerrber shops. They gi ve a lO� discount from 
the regular price of kites and accessories 
purchased by rrerrbers who present a va liel II.I<J\ 
card and a second ID. 

High as a Kite 
131 Water Street 
Vancouver, B.C., V6B 4M3 

KH-es- and Strings----�� 
740 Ventura Place 
San Diego, CA 92109 

Krazy Kites 
13 5 3 Mi 11 Darn Road 
Virginia Beach, � 23454 
(804) 422-KITE 

Let's Fly a Kite 
13763 Fiji Ivay 
Marina Del Rey, CA 90291 
(213) 822-2561 

The Kite Shop 
Hawaiian Village 
Star Route 2, Bld 7 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29 577 

Toys Ahoy 
28 Periwinkle Place 
Sanibel Island, FL 33957 

Toys Ahoy 
249 Culver Street 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
(313) 421-6000 

Wind Chimes Book Exchange 
2402 Learnings �1i11 Road 
Millville, NJ 08332 
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PROFESOOR JIM DELAURIER CHATS ABOUT THE YELLOW 
BIRD KITE ___ (see drawing) 

Q: "Do you remember the kite very well, right 
now, in your mind?" 

A: "Oh, yes, I'm standing right next to it. 
It's hanging up in our kitchen. We have kites 
hanging all over the house." 

Q: " ••• if you'll just start talking about it 
right now, on the telephone, that'll be the 
write-up." 

"The braCing lines are strictly this poly
ester thread. There are no tensioners built 
into it. For a kite that small it was suffi
cient just to string it and glue it." 

Q: "Polyester stretches less than nylon?" 

A: "Yes, and it's stronger too. At least I 
have found it to be stronger •• 

"What isn't shown on the drawing, and it's 
rather important, is that all the joints, all the 
bamboo-to-bamboo and bamboo-to-wooden dowel, all 
those joints are wrapped with the polyester 

A: "All rightee, I'll be happy to do so. thread." 

Well, it was one of the few kites I've ever 
Q. "I th d f t d t 

. 
built where I didn't actually sit down and draw 1· n

d
o

th
er wor s you as ene he J01nts with 

. 9 ue an en wrapped them to provide extra 
it out f1rst. It sort of evolved. I had an 

t th?" 
interest in working with bamboo, from my model 

s reng . 

airplane days, and I had recently acquired a A: "Yes, that's right. They're not big lumpy 

curtain that had a lot of match-stick bamboo wraps. Maybe like three or four turns of the 
in it.;. thread would be enough. No elaborate macrame or 

"My technique for bending bamboo is to anything like that. And then, after the wrapping, 
heat it on a bare light bulb, and bend it -of course, I dabbed it again with glue. 
around, and then hold it momentarily until it "InCidentally, the glue I used to put this 

cools. So the radiuses for the tail surfaces, one together was Elmer's White Glue. But I think 

for example, correspond to the radius of an it probably would have been even better with a 

average light bulb, a one hundred watt light good resin glue like Tite-Bond or Elmer's 

bulb. So I was bending those around like that, Carpenter Glue. 

and also the curw-e of the forward fin... "The tissue was attached with model airplane 

..... For the wing plan-form itself it was dope. I did not dope the tissue afterwards, or 
strictly a matter of eyeball. And then the ribswet it." 

conformed to the existing geometry. So their 
airfoil shape was again an eyeball type of con
figuration, based primarily on what I could 
fit in from the leading edge to the trailing 
edge." 

Q: 
it? 

"You say you built this kite and then drew 
Is that what you did?" 

Q: "You say on the drawing, 'art tissue'. It's 
not a speCial Japanese tissue or anything like 
that?" 

A: "Well, Japanese tissue like I used to use in 
my model airplane work was extraordinarily strong, 
but it would shrink, when wet. Even if you didn't 
purposely shrink it, the changes of humidity from 

A: ·�es. Normally the way I go about things day to day eventually would make it go tight. I 

is to design a kite very carefully first. I think something like that would probably warp the 
get it all drawn out, and see how it looks, structure on this kite, at least the forward fin, 
and how the proportions are, and I make a weightwhich is relatively unsupported. So this art 

estimate -- just a typical aeronautical engin- tissue is the sort of_§tuff_you'd normall b�u� __ 
eering approach -- but in this particular case in a dime store. Glossy on one side and kind of 

I Just did it by inspiration. It was a slack rough on the other -- nothing special about it. 

night without very much in the way of TV on. I didn't dope the tissue. It's just left natural. 

So I started putting it together. "I think that it would translate into a 

"I was building it around the framework larger size kite fairly readily provided that the 

of a previously unsuccessful kite which was wing loading was kept about the same. The whole 

something like a winged French war kite. It kite weighs point eight of an ounce. If it was 

was a kite that would perpetually go into a flatmade heavier and the wing loading went up, I 
spin, so I disassembled that French war kite think that there may be a question as to how well 

and I started modifying it, and the modifica- it would fly, because the vertical surfaces are 

tions got more and more extensive, so, in relatively small, especially the forward fin. 

point of fact, all that was left was the origi- " ••• I'll have to admit that of all the kites 

nal triangular fuselage and the wing spar. I have built this is my favorite. It doesn't 

"I called it Yellow Bird because I happen- take much wind to fly it, and it's quite stable." 
ed to have some yellow tissue around, and I 
covered it with yellow tissue. From that point 

I couldn't imagine any other color but that. 
That yellow, especially when it gets a little 
bit faded, matches very well with the match-
stick bamboo. 

(Many thanks to Dr. DeLaurier for this 
instant journalism.) 
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FOR RETURN MAIL, HELP US BY FILLING 
IN YOUR RETURN ADDRESS ON THE MAILING 
LABEL: 

TO: 

ZIP: 

TO: 

ZIP: 

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION is still 
receiving questions about the separation 
from Kite Lines magazine. The AKA Board 
of Directors has decided to re-run the 
following article. 

READ THE S!r.ALL PRINT ! ! ! ! ! 
The Board of Directors of the new AKA has the best of wishes for Kite 

Lines magazine, published by Verve Enterprises, and hopes that publicatIOn 
�ot stopped permanently. In spite of these hopes, the Board feels 
obligated to maintain communications among members, and intends to publish 
this news letter regularly, six times yearly. The letter may become 
larger and may contain advertising, depending on the circlliustances. 

The new AKA has no control of any sort over Kite Lines magazine, 
and is notcontrolled by Kite Lines magazine. The two--a;e-Iegally separate 
entities. 

---- -----

Membership in the old AKA was associated with subscribing to Kite Lines 
or with cri�ria set by Verve Enterprises. 

Membership in the new AKA (which was born at the convention of Sep
tember 1978) is achieve�y applying for membership and paying dues ·to 
the President, W.D.Braswell. In addition, the new AKA considers that 
life members of the old AKA are life members of�e new AKA, and will send 
mailings to them wi thout further charge, as long as funds permit. 

The new AKA is totally dependent, at present, on new dues paid. 
The "puffs", by means of which subscriptions wereSolicited for Kite 

Lines, promised membership in the old AKA . Some of these Duffs may y� 
be7vailable in kite stores, etc., and the new AKA disavow� the "member
ship" that is mentioned in them, as the new AKA does not receive any money 
from such subscriptions. 

The bylaws of the new AKA state that membership includes a subscrip
tion to Kite Lines magazine. 7he Board of Directors has not been able to 
provide that subscription because: (1) Agreement has not been reached 
with Verve Enterprises regarding concurrent collection of dues and sub
scription money; (2) the new AKA does not have the legal ability to 
guarantee publication of Kite Lines magazine; and (3) Kite Lines magazine 
perhaps may not exist as �ctIOning medium, as it has-;ot published 
regularly. 

At the next convention of the new AKA, amendment of the bylaws may 
be discussed, to delete mention of Kite Lines magazine • .  

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCI�TION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name: Date: __
__________ 

__ 

Mailing ADDRESS: 

Zip: 

We occasionally share our mailing list for uses we consider beneficial to the 
membership. If you do not wish to have your name made available to others, please 
indicate below .. 

Please don't include my name. 

Indicate category of membership desired: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. $5.00 

(OR) 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. $5.00 for first member, $ 1.00 each for 
each additional member in the same household. 
List first names of other family members: 

For Canada or Mexico, add $ 1.00; other foreign add $2.00 . . . .  

Mail this application with check or money 
order to: Welca D. (Red) Braswell, 
President, AKA, 10,000 Lomond Drive, 
Manassas, VA 22110, USA 

TOTAL REMITTANCE: 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

(first member) 

($1 x No. Added 
Members) 



AKA ANNUAL MEETING 
Ramada Inn, Manassas, Virginia 

REMINDERS - - - -
1. Send in Meeting and Hotel Registra

tion Forms. 

2. Send or bring items for Display and 
Auction. 

- - - SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday - Oct. 4 RAMADA INN 

6:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

Friday - Oct. 5 

8:00 A.M. 

8:30 A.M. 

Noon 

1:30 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

Registration 

Hospitality Reception 
Maryland Kite Society 

Kite Display 
Worktable "Show and Tell" 

RAMADA INN 

Registration 

Annual Meeting Business 
Se§s2-0n 

Lunch" 

Business Session 
Workshops 

Kite Auction for benefit 
of AKA 

HOTEL REGISTRATION - AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 

Send Directly to: 

RAMADA INN, 7104 Sudley Road, Manassas, Virginia 22110 

SLEEPING ROOM - charges per night plus 6% �ales tax: 

$26 Single: __ -___ , $31 Double: , $37 Tr1ple: $43 Quad: 

4·1"t.� 

,11"11' , n , RmenCRR U H/TeFL/erS RSSQe/nT/OR 

Roll Away Beds, $6 each, No. needed: Cribs, $6 each, No. Needed: 

. . * * * * * * * . . . * check room occupancy desired above * * . . . 
ARRIVAL DATE: __________________ �ARRIVAL TIME: ______ ______ �DEPART DATE: ____________ __ 

NAMES: 

ADDRESS: 
STREET CITY STATE ZIP 

CHILDREN'S NAMES: ______ __________________ ________ ____________ ___ AGE: ___________ _____ __ 

TO GUARANTEE RESERVATION-SEND ONE NIGHT'S LODGING D.EPOSIT OR MAJOR CREDIT CARD NO. 

Saturday - Oct. 6 CREDIT CARD ________________________ .NUMBER ____________ �(Check in by 6:00pm out by 12noonl 

9;30 A.M. Junior Kite Festival and 
Field events - Manassas 
Battlefield 

1:00 P.M. National Kite Festival -
Manassas Battlefield 

q:30 P.M. AKA Dinner, RAMADA INN, 
Feature Program - Dave 
Check ley and "Kite War 
at Hamarnatsu"- Member's 
Choice Awards 

Sunday - Oct. 7 

9:00 A.M. Special Tour of National 
Air and Space Museum of 
the Smithsonian Institu
tion, Washington, D.C. 
with Dr. Paul Garber. 
(The Pope's visit traffic 

permi tting) 

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 
WELCA D. (RED) BRASWELL, PRESIDENT 
10,000 LOMOND DRIVE 
MANASSAS, VIRGINIA 22110 USA 

AKA OFFICERS (EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE I 

Welca D. (Red) BrasweU President 
10,000 Lomond Dr., Man_, VA 22110 

'Theodore L. Manekln 1st Vice-President 
8 Charles Pine, No. 1807, Baltimor, MD 21201 

Daniel Prentice 2nd Vice-President 
2021 Folsom' St .• SIIn Francisco, CA 94110 

Judy Nauger. 3rd Vice-President 

4500 Chagrin River Rd .. Chagrin F.U .. OH44022 
Margarme (Margo) Brown Secretary 

6636 Kirklay Aft., MeL .. n, VA 22101 
Carla Sinz TrNlUr.r 

1324 29th St .• N.W .• Georgetown, DC 20007 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

William (Bill) Buckley fAlternata); Oavid M. 
Checkley (Altarnate); Philip Cline; George 
Craig; Edward C. Glrvay; Aylana Godd..-d; 
Edwin L. Grauel; Robert M. Ingraham; Petar 
Lynn; Lynn O'Connor (Alternate); Peter 
Powell; Carol Rogalla fAlternata): Olin Turner: 
John F. Van Gildar: Pamella Bisker Vaughan 
fAlternate): Garry Woodcock. 

AKA GREETINGS TO 

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 

BYLAWS: Th.ador. L. Man_in 
CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT 8. STANDARDS, 

John F. Van Gilder. 1925 Walnut St., S.W .• 
s.ttle. WA 98116 

NOMINATING: Olan Turner. 1628 S. Craant 
Blvd .• Yardley. PA 19067; 

WAYS & MEANS: Carla Sinz 
PROMOTION Be MEMBERSHIP: Philip Cline, 

P. O. 80x 845. Bowie. MO 20715 
SAFETY 8r ETHICS: Aylene O. Goddard. 

Route 1. 80x 135, Kill Devil HUls. NC 27948 
FESTIVALS & COMPETITIONS: Sevan Brown, 

6636 Kirkley Ave., McLean, VA 22101 
KITE INDUSTRY 8. TRADE SHOW, Judy 

Neuger & Lynn O'Connor. 701 Shrader St .. 
SIIn Francisco, CA 94117 

ANNUAL MEETING: Olan Turner 
ARCHIVES & RECORDS DOCUMENTATION: 

Robert S. Price. 3839 DUltin Rd .• Burtonsville. 
MD 20730. 

�ULKRATEI 
u. S. POSTPAID 
ALEX., VA. 
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