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Larry Chinn of Seattle 
by Milly Mullarky 

When he was an eight year old boy 
in China , Larry's Chinn's uncle 
gave him his first kite . In the 
next seven years Larry made many 
kites , watching everyone he could 
to pick up ideas and techniques. 
His uncle advised him that any 
kite properly built and bridled 
would not need a tail to fly. 

In China Larry would fly kites 
from April until early September 
when he would tie firecrackers and 
a punk onto the kite line near the 
bridle of the kite. When the '
firecrackers went off and the punk 
burned through the line, his kite 
would fly away and he would return 
to his studies until the next 
year. It was considered bad luck 
to keep a kite from one season to 
the next and the fields were 
decorated with "liberated" kites. 

After finishing high school in 
China where he took many art 
classes , Larry came to America at 
age 16. He finished high school 
in Seattle and then went to the 
Casey Jones School of Aeronautical 
Engineering in New Jersey and 
Roosevelt Aviation School in New 
York where he learned to sew in 
connection with the making- of 
aircraft. 

Larry moved back to Seattle , met 
and married Frances , and had one 
son. He worked in the aviation 
field at Boeing and his kiting 
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activity was limited to one 
Scouting proj ect with his son. 
His painting , which he was once 
tempted to pursue professionally , 
continued. His work ranges from 

, 
landscape to portraits. 

In 19 7 7  Larry had retired when 
Frances noticed that there was to 
be a Kite, Flag and Banner Show at 
the Seattle Center. They attended 
the show and joined the WKA .  
Larry ' s  interest in kites was 
renewed. 

During the past six years , Larry 
has made more than 200 kites , 
including a 75' centipede that 
took three months to complete. 
Larry grows and shapes his own 
bamboo. One of the many striking 
things one notices about Larry 
Chinn' s kites is the variety of 
color, shape and theme. His kites 
range from very modern jets to 
delicate and ornate butterflies . 
His favorite is a centipede kite 
in the shape of two tigers , one 
after the other. 

Larry creates high wind kites , so 
he doesn't often get to fly them 
in Seattle. He uses a variety o f  
materials; from one plastic flower 
pot he created 26 rings for a 
centipede kite. He started with 
flat kites , similar to the 
traditional Chinese design , and 
has progressed to collapsible 
kites for ease of transport. He 
also creates many beautiful 
variations on the delta. 

Ame r i c a n  Kitefl i e r s  As s o c 1 a t i on 
1 1 04 Fidel i ty Bui lding 
2 1 0  N .  Cha r l e s  S t r e e t  
Ba l t imore , MD 2 1 2 0 1  

\ 

Since his first kite as an eight-year­
old in China , Larry Chinn has loved 
kiting. One of his favorite kites is 
his fish bowl with shimmering fish in 
center front design. 

To paint his kites " Larry uses 
permanent acrylic paint thinned 
with water. The pa�nt goes 
through material , but Tyvek 
requires ' paint on both sides. 
Larry's ability as an artist is 
readily apparent in his kites. He 
first sketches an idea and then 
makes a kite in a "shape that will 
fly. " This technique has led to 
e:ephants , fish bowls , airplanes , 
t�gers , mermaids , and innumerable 
birds. Larry combines his 
painting art and kitemaking skills 
to capture the essence of his 
theme. 
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