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2004 World Sport Kite Championships
Berck sur Mer, France
        Airzone won the draw and flew first and last on the first dat. That  means they called in for precision at 9:10 am and called out for ballet  at 5:35 pm. On days like this, it is the judges that deserve a big round  of applause.  

So applause please for Head Judge Dave Hansen, and judges Peter Fiedler, John Mitchell, Susan Shampo, and Hideo Wakuzawa.

  

  
            

  

Midway through competition on Day 1, the wind came to a complete standstill. Team Neo, a minute into the ballet called for a check and the competition ground to a halt.

Precision had run smoothly but slowly though the morning and ballet got underway right after lunch. Sever breaks were called and it was not uncommon for teams to be backed against the up-wind boundary, our of space and out of air.

  
            

The flying was quite simply the best I have seen in years. It was great, but for the most part, it was not exciting. In some cases, you could have asked teams to swap music and the routine and choreography would have looked the same. In other case, the choreography was right on the beat, but the result didn't make you tingle. I like to tingle when I watch ballet.
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There was one unexpected highlight when Mary Boz pulled off her sweatshirt and accidentally took her tee shirt too. But I don't believe any extra points were awarded.

Here are the final scores. The top five in ballet and precision are held until the banquet for final announcement. Note that precision is listed first and ballet second. 

The World Sport Kite Championships (not to be confused with the now defunct World Cup) is organized by AKA, STACK and AJSKA. Teams fly precision in the morning and ballet in the afternoon. They do this for three consecutive days and then their best two scores are averaged to create a final ranking.

  
            Place Team   Day 1
Tue. April 20 th   Day 2
Wed. April 21 st   Day 3
Thu. April 22 nd   Final   
        Precision / Ballet   Precision / Ballet   Precision / Ballet     
    1   Element'Air (France)   74.90 / 52.76   74.92 / 85.88
 84.20 / 86.56
 82.89
 
    2   Tame Bird (France)   51.88 / 80.16   71.38 / 78.16
 81.72 / 84.20
 79.36
 
    3   Cutting Edge (USA)   74.88 / 79.48   56.32 / 69.92
 77.32 / 78.08
 77.44
 
    4   Kamikaze (Japan)   75.94 / 73.56   65.32 / 73.96
 77.86 / 81.16
 77.23
 
    5   Watnu (Germany)   72.36 / 60.56   73.82 / 72.20
 76.34 / 70.36
 73.18
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    6   Garuda (Germany)   70.18 / 72.44   72.52 / 74.76
 71.66 / 72.16
 72.85
 
    7   Tatoueurs du Ceil (France)  68.78 / 74.24   58.72 / 73.60
 61.58 / 72.92
 69.55
 
    8   Windy Majic (Japan)   66.50 / 45.40   70.70 / 67.04
 67.80 / 71.76
 69.33
 
    9   Scratch Bunnies (UK)   63.72 / 48.68   64.74 / 68.04
 60.60 / 67.16
 65.92
 
    10   AirZone (USA)   63.72 / 64.60   60.34 / 60.88
 59.52 / 62.32
 62.80
 
    11   Flame (UK)   65.28 / 54.08   56.32 / 63.88
 60.96 / 59.84
 62.49
 
    12   Neo (Japan)   46.02 / 59.60   51.40 / 61.40
 63.50 / 66.16
 60.62
 
    13   Matrix Mgt.(UK)   50.44 / 49.16   45.02 / 62.04
 59.10 / 60.64
 58.05
 
    14   MVM (USA)   40.38 / 44.72   55.28 / 61.08
 54.22 / 55.08
 56.42
 
    15   Equipo 2600 (Columbia)  40.28 / 41.92   37.14 / DQ
 53.92 / 55.76
 47.97
 
    16   Fabuloso (Argentina)   16.04 / 27.72   44.44 / 46.04
 43.22 / 47.44
 45.28
 
    17   Team Malaysia (Malaysia)  Scratch / Scratch   Scratch / 20.84
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 21.78 / 32.28
 18.72
 
      

Meanwhile, despite the light breezes, the single line show continues.
 And as the week unfolds, more and more stuff takes to the sky.
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    Our thanks to David Gomberg for providing these images and report.  
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