








NOlHNATIONS FOR AKA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

At the Annual Meeting in October we 

_____________ 
will be electing a full Board of Directors 

----------------- -------------------------------______ ------------------- in accordance with the AKA By-Laws. At 

•••• 

the First Annual Meeting, last year in 
AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION •• 1979 ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM ••••••• Ocean City, Md., the Directors and Alter-

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- nates were elected to serve a one year 

Dates: October 4th_ 7th 1979 interim term and, on this interim basis, 

SEND REGISTRATION FORM TO: in which they resided. 
, �I�I�I� did not necessarily represent the Region 

I , ' 
At the Second Annual Meeting, October , AA761i�an 4-7, 1979 Di�ectors and Alternates for 

Registration Fee per Person: $30 until September 8 
NITenle� Regions 1 through 5 will be elected for 

$35 after September 8 
AssociaTion one (1) year, Regions 6 through 10 for 

Children under Age 12: $20 until September 8 
$25 after September 8 

• • • The fee includes Lunch on Friday and Dinner on Saturday Even·ing • • "!' 

two (2) years, and the remaining Regions 
for three (3) years. At all subsequent 
Annual Meetings, Directors and Alternates 
shall be elected for full terms of three 
(3) years. 

According to our By-Laws, the Board 
of Directors shall number fifteen (15) 

N�, Directors and six (6) Alternates. The 
-----------LAT.A�STT,---------------,----------------,F�I�R�SmT,-------------------�I�N�I�T�I�A�L�------ following are the Regions, each of which 

shall be represented on the Board by one 
(1) Director or one (1) Alternate. 

ADDRESS: __
______________________________________________________ � ____ �� __ _ 

NAME: ______ -,��----------------------nT.�--------------====�-----
LAST FIRST INITIAL 

ADDRESS: 
____________________________________________________________________ _ 

NAME :-------LMIT'---------------------.�MO------------���-----
LAST FIRST INITIAL 

ADDRESS: __
__________________________________________________________________ _ 

CHILDREN'S NAMES: 
LAST FIRST AGE 

LAST FIRST AGE 

LAST FIRST AGE 

LAST FIRST AGE 

ENCLOSE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR TOTAL BELOW, NOTE PRICE BREAK FOR EARLY REGISTRATION. 

Region 1 New England CT, NH, MA, RI, VT 
Region 2 New York NY 
Region 3 Penn-Jersey NJ, PA 
Region 4 Mid- Atlantic DC, DE, MD, VA, WV 
Region 5 South AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, 

NC, SC, TN 

Region 6 Northeast Central IN, KY, MI, 
OH 

Region 7 Northwest Central lA, IL, MN, 
WI 

Region 8 Mountain AZ, CO, 10, MT, NO, 
NE, NV, SO, UT, WY 

Region 9 Southwest AR, KS, HO, OK, TX 
Region 10 Pacific Northwest AK, HI, 

OR, WA 
Region 11 Northern California-Monterey 

County and north 
Region 12 'Southern California-south of 

Monterey County 
Region 13 International including 

Canada and Puerto Rico 
Region 14 At Large-east of Mississippi 

River 
Region 15 At Large-west of Mississippi 

River 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE will be 
pleased to receive from AKA members 

MAKE PAYABLE TO AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION. 

No. Registrations at $ __
____ 

__ 

AMOUNT: (before/after 
Sept 8, 1979) 
$30/$35 

the names of suggested candidates for 
Regional Directors. Directors must 
reside in the Regions they represent. 
Please send names and addresses to the 
member of the Nominating Committee with 
the nearest address to yours. Also 
include a brief biographical description. 

DATE: 

No. Children 
(under 12 years) 

__________ at $ 
______ 

__ $20/$25 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: 

IMPORTANT, IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE ATTENDING THE LUNCHEON ON FRIDAY, PLEASE INDICATE 
THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN YOUR PARTY THAT WILL BE HAVING EACH OF THE ENTREES: 

THE MENU SELECTION FOR FRIDAY LUNCH IS SUGAR-CURED BAKED HAM OR FRIED FILLET OF FISH, 
A SALAD IS INCLUDED. (If you do not indicate your choice-of entree you will be 

served ham.) 
ENTREE SELECTION: NUMBER OF HAM 

__
__

__
__

__ 
_ NUMBER OF FISH __________ _ 

NmlINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

BOB BRICKLEY 
593 Acorn Drive, Dayton, Ohio 45419 

ED GARVEY 
P.O. Box 129, Sandown, N.H. 038873 

TED MANEKIN 
8 Charles Plaza, No.1807, Balt.MD. 21201 

CAROL ROGALLO 
Rogallo Flexikites, Kitty Hawk, NC, 27949 

OLAN TURNER 
1628 S.Crescent Blvd., Yardley,PA, 19067 

JACK VAN GILDER 
1925 Walnut Ave. S.W. Seattle, �IA, 98116 



AKA MEMBER SH'OP DIRECTORY 
The following stores glve i:l. 10% discount from the regular price of 
kites and accessories purchased by members who present a valid AKA 
card and a 2nd ID. Look for the "Member Store" emblem on the door. 

I 
I 
I The Climbing Bear 

I 312 North ?resa 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

I I The Cloud Crowd 
I 19 Bennington Drive 
I Dayton, OH 45405 

I Eastern Sea, Inc. 
717 Grant Ave. 

I San Francisco, CA 94108 
I (415) 391-8217 
I I Fish Creek Kite Co. 
I RR 1, Box 205 
I Fish Creek, In 54212 
I 
I Fly a Kite 
I 3350 S. ?laza Drive 

Santa Ana, CA 90503 
(714) 545-2849 

Fly a Kite 
I 19800 Hawthorne Blvd. 

i Torrance, CA 90503 

I (213) 371-4442 

Great !�inds Kites Co. i 166 S. Jackson street 

I Seattle, WA 98104 

Gullivers 

I 3526 Edwards Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45208 
(513) 871-7766 

I 
I High as a Kite 

I 691 Bridl1ewa
y Sausalito, CA 94965 

I (415) 332-8944 
I 

High as ,; Kite 

I I 
I 

I 
I 
I I 

High as a Kite 
761 Beach Street 
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 771-5050 

High as a Kite 
Interna�ional Market ?lace 
Kalakaua Street 
Honolulu, HI 

High as a Kite 
484 Kihio Hwy Bldg J3 
Kapaa, ,[(auai, HI. 96746 

The Kat's Kite (Kites on :';heelsi 
P.O. Box 32 
Oakland, ?!E 04963 
(207) 465-2182 

Kites 6: Crafts 
600 Crain Highway SW 
Glen Burnie Maryl�d 21061 

Ki te 6: Gift, Inc. 
333 Jefferson Street #7 
San Francisco, CA 94133 

Kite
s 

and Other Delights 
99 1'1. 10 #111 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 345-485€ 

Kites Aweigh 
36 �!arket Space 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(301) 268-6065 

Kites 6: Crafts 
600 Crain Highway S.W. 
Glen Burnie, lID 21061 
(301) 760-8585 

The Kite Kompany, Inc. 
33 W. Oranl!e 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022 
247-4223 

The Kite Store 
973 Grand Ave. 
Pacific Beach, CA 92109 
(i14) 270-2692 

The Kitemakers of San Francisco 
Space A13, Pier 39 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 421-6222 

Outermost Kites 
P.O. Sox 1032 
Provincetown, MA 02657 

Postcard Palace 
1220 N. state street 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

I The Kite site I 
3101 M street N.N. . I I Windfall, Inc. 

I Newmarket - 2nd and Pine sts. 
:�ashington, D.C. 20007 

I h'l ' 

I �::

2

�i::

5

::

0 

I 
�

2
�

5
�d:;�����

9
PA 19141 

I 353-Q N. M&rket Place I The 110nderful World of Ki tea 

l 703 Front street 
Lahaina, Maui, HI 
(808) 561-3159 

95761 
I 

Fameuil Hall 

I ,Booth #138, Peddler's Village 
Boatcfi, MA 02109 Route 35 
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AKA OFFICERS (EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE) 

Welca D. (Red) Braswell President 
10.000 Lomond Dr., Manassa., VA 22110 

Theodore L. Manekin 11t Vice-President 
8 Charles Plaza, No. 1807, Baltimore, MD 21201 

Daniel Prentice 2nd Vice-President 
2021 Folsom St .• San Francisco, CA 94110 

Judy Neuger 3rd Vice-President 
4500 Chagrin River Rd�Chagrin FaIls.OH 44022 

Margarette (Margo) Brown Secretary 
: 6636 Kirkley Ave., McLean, VA 22101 

Carla Sinz Treasurer 
1324 29th St., N.W., Georgetown, DC 20007 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

William (Bill) Buckley (Alternate);.David M. 
Check ley (Alternate); Philip Cline; George 
Craig; Edward C. Garvey; Aylene Goddard; 
Edwin L. Grauel; Robert M. Ingraham; Peter 
Lynn; Lynn O'Connor (Alternate); Peter 
Powell; Carol Rogallo (Alternate); Olan Turner; 
John F, Van Gilder; Pamella Bisker Vaughan 
(Alternate); Garry Woodcock. 

....... �II�.� �I
I
I'�I' 

� 11 'a.merit;Ro 
K/TeFL/ers 

RSSOCiRTioo 

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 

BYLAWS: Theodore L. Manakin 
CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT & STANDARDS: 

John F. Van Gilder, 1925 Walnut St., S.W., 
Seattle, WA 98116 

NOMINATING: alan Turner, 1628 S. Cr8lC8nt 
Blvd., Yardley, PA 19067; 

WAYS & MEANS: Carla Sinz 
PROMOTION & MEMBERSHIP: Philip Cline, 

P. O. Box 845, Bowie, MD 20715 
SAFETY & ETHICS: Aylene D. Goddard, 

Route 1, Box 135, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948 
FESTIVALS & COMPETITIONS: Bevan Brown, 

6636 Kirkley Ava., McLean, VA 22101 
KITE INDUSTRY & TRADE SHOW: Judy 

Neuger & Lynn O'Connor, 701 Shrader St., 
San Francisco, CA 94117 

ANNUAL MEETING: Olan Turner 
ARCHIVES & RECORDS DOCUMENTATION: 

Robert S. Price, 3839 Dustin Rd., Burtonsville, 
MD 20730. 



MUSINGS 

from 
BOB INGRAHAM 

The advent of the airplane almost 
completely wiped out comprehension of 
kites and for 50 or 60 years little or 
no attention was paid to kites, how they 
were made or why they flew. 

The results of all this is that the 
majority of people know little concern­
ing kite aerodynamics and merely relate 
them to the airplane as an aircraft of 
sorts. 

While no one will argue that kites 
and airplanes are related, the relation­
ahip is.a simple one--they are both air­
craft. But, the basic difference is 
that airplanes are controllable and 
liberties may be taken with their design 
while kites can only be limitedly con­
trolled and wide variances in const­
ruction and design are severely·re-. 
stricted. 

Whereas an airplane consists more 
or less of wing assemblies, fuselage 
and tail assemblies, a kite is self 
contained. Any duplication of structure 
segments must be identical. While the 
average flat kite appears to be a single 
unit or wing, actually only a small 
portion is wing and the rest constitutes 
that which in an airplane would be 
fuselage, tail assembly and control 
surfaces. 

When a kite is attached to its 
flying line and launched into the air, 
it remains basically the same in flight 
as it did on the ground. Aside from 
minor stretching of fabric or bending 
of spars under the stress of altered 
atmospheric forces, it remains much 
the same as when launched. Your con­
trol of the kite, other than with two­
line models, is strictly limited to 
pulling it up or letting it "out." 
Controlled maneuvers even with two line 
kites are limited to rolls and dives. 

Compare this to the average airplane, 
particularly the large airliners, from 
take-off to full crusing flight. Wings 
on the airplanes have been thru a lengthy 
evolutionary process of ever diminishing 
size as airfoils have become more effic­
ient and jet power increased. In full 
flight and at speeds of from 500 to 600 
miles per hour, airliner wings are pretty 
minimal as compared to those of bye-gone 
days. 

Regardless of this, however, an air­
liner does not fly at high speeds all the 
time. It must start from zero mph, be­
come airborne, climb to extremely high 
elevations and then proceed at nearly 
full speed to its destinat�on. to ac­
complish this the wings are virtual'ly 
a hodge podge of surfaces which can be 
altered by hydraulic controls from the 
cockpit. 

The narrow wings as they are in 
full flight, would never provide the 
lift to get the heavy aircraft off .the 
ground. Therefore the leading edges 
are extended forward and downward to 
increase the wing camber and develop 
greater l�ft. Likewise the trailing 
edges, or flaps are extended to what­
ever degree is necessary. Upon enter­
ing the landing path, the aircraft 
speed is reduced to around 250 miles 
per hour by reducing power and alter­
ing the wing configuration once more. 
Near the ground full flaps are extended 
and flap spoilers raised atop the 
wings to "brake" the aircraft down to 
a safe landing speed. 

The average airliner, with flaps 
extended, airfoil position altered and 
with spoilers raised, looks somewhat 
as if it had been in a bad crash and 
all in order to leave the ground and 
return safely, yet fly at super speeds 
on the way. In flight there is little 
or no need for the wings other than to 
maintain lift enough to keep the air­
craft at the desired level. The air­
craft has become a projectile with 
continuous power to maintain level 
flight. 

Flaps, spoilers and altered leading 
edges could be built into a kite but 
at a fearsome cost of added weight and 
no means to operate the surfaces to meet 
the constantly changing moods of wind 
velocity. Therefore it behooves the 
kite builder to create a design that 
meets general or average conditions. 
Whereas engine power can be altered 
from zero to full throttle, the wind 
which creates the condition that allows 
atmospheric pressure to loft your kite, 
flows within certain ranges at certain 
times, and the kite you build today for 
today's winds may not fly so well or as 
efficiently in tomorrow's winds. The 
answer lies, unfortunately, in having 
more than one design if you wish to 
fly your kite often. 

The best kites are, of course, 
those with wide wind range efficiency. 
This would include one that flies up 
easily on a wind of as low as 5 mph 
and remains in stable flight when it 
reaches a velocity of 30 or 40 mph. 
This is possible, of course, but the 
flight will not be a happy one in the 
upper half of the range with constant 
buffeting and strain on the kiteflier's 
winding arm. 

It would be nice if you could jerk 
a flying line say three times and re­
duce the total area of the kite's 
surface, alter the attack attitude and 
cause the aircraft to more easily meet 
the increased onrushing air flow, but 
you can't and you'll have to settle 
for a middle of the road design. 

There is a mania for lightness in 
the minds of a lot of kitefliers. But 
there is a happy medium to that too. 
If your kite easily lifts itself and 
all the line you care to pay out, it 
can usually lift more than that. 
Therefore there is no reason to sac­
rifice durability and structural 
strength just to make a zepher-light 
kite. Just be reasonable about it. 

-----------------r ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------_ 
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assoclRTion 

FOR RETURN MAIL, HELP US BY FILLING 
IN YOUR RETURN ADDRESS ON THE MA ILING 
LABEL: 

TO: 

ZIP: 

TO: 

ZIP: 

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name: Date: ______________ __ 

Mailing ADDRESS: 

Zip: 

We occasionally share our mailing list for uses we consider beneficial to the 
membership. If you do not wish to have your name made available to others, please 
indicate below. 

Please don't include my name. 

Indicate category of membership desired: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP. $5.00 . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . • . . .  $ 
(OR) 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. $5.00 for first member, $1.00 each for 
each additional member in the same household. 
List first names of other family members: 

For Canada or Mexico, add $1. 00; other· foreign add $2.00 . . . . 

Mail this application with check or money 
order to: Welca D. (Red) Braswell, 
President, AKA, 10, 000 Lomond Drive, 
Manassas, VA 22110, USA 

TOTAL REMITTANCE: 

$ 
(florst member) 

($1 x No. Added 
Members) 



UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CONTEST 

The INSTITUTE FOR AEROSPACE STUDIES 
at the Univers ity of Toronto sponsored 
its first annual kite competition on 
Saturday, June 2 ,  1979 . Candidates for 
Ph.D. and Masters degrees of ficiated 
and performed s upport functions . Dr. 
J. D. DELAURIER, the department head 
and guiding spirit, was a contes'tant, 
f lying a beauti fully crafted machine 
wi th two . rigid, cambered, high-" spect 
airfo i l s, and with a truss -work fuse­
lage shaped l ike a triangular prism. 
Lucki ly for other contestants, there was 
too little wind for it to fly wel l .  

The l i st o f  prize categories 
shows some fresh viewpoints . 

1) Best Aerodynamic E f f iciency : 
" . . .  the angle that a straight line 
from kite to tether point makes with 
the horizontal plane ... minimum angle 
in a given 30 sec. period . . .  " 

2 )  Fighting Ki tes : " . . .  4 kites per 
melee . . .  " (Prof .  D. says that next 
year's rules wi l l  cater to traditional 
oriental style kite fighting.) 

3 )  Sprint: From a hand launch- Thi s  
was a timed c l imb', w i  th running al lowed, 
within l imits. 

4) Most Mas s ive Kite : Won by a 5 0 -foot 
delta, weighing 6 5  lbs. 

5) Least Massive Kite : Deli cate 
laboratory scales were used to weigh 
the kites in a draft-free room . 

6) Greatest Pul l : The 5 0 - foot delta 
"walked" away with thi s  pri z e .  

7 )  Best Workmanship : 

8) Most Unlikely to Fly but Does : 

9) Most Original : " . . .  aerodynamic 
considerations, cosmetic appearance 
doesn ' t  matter .. . unconventional design 
but prom i sing performance." 

10 )  Best Decorat·ed Kite : " . .. based on 
cosmetic appearance. II 

The aerodynamic efficiency, whicb was COLLABO RATING W.!.!!:!.--.f:?C;:I2�._ �I':V!� L.�!:!I::�� 
actually the fl ight angle, was measured _Gp i n  international prest i ge for 
with a clinometer on a tr ipod, which was your chapter by sendlng news ltems to 
�oved about on the f i eld like a surveyor ' s AKA for publl catlon ln th,S bimonthly 
1n str�me�t, f:om one con �e�tant t� another. poop- sheet , wh ich we continue to hope 
The wlnnlng klte had a mlnlmum fllght wi l l  come out with calendar regulari ty. 
angle of 7 5 . 3  degrees, and was a double Local newsletters are essential for 
;: led of Tyvek. It

"
was equipped with local bus i ness and ,expanded indiv i dual 

vo:tex generators accord1ng to Wood CQveraqe. Thi s  AKA letber provldes 
El l l s, but these appeared to be j ust holes additional results when you want them, 
to the unann�inted, some of whom had the l i ke : ( 1 ) FANTASTIC FAME, FORTUNE, 
temerlty tp lmaglne that Wood l ucked lnto AND RECOGNITION ; ( 2 )  Sharing, between 
a risin7 thermal. . chapter and affi l i ates, of methods and 
. Th1 S  co�test

.
of fered

.
easy park1ng , news ; ( 3) timely announcements of 

lndoor plumblng, lndoor klte assembly upcom i ng events. Send info for the 
spaQe, unobstructed flelds, and very next ; s sue ( to be mailed by August 1 5th) 
interesting ' companionship. Dr. D. and to �ARGO BROWN ' 6 6 3 6  KI RKLEY AVE., 
frieni:l� are already planning next ye�r' s McLEAN, VA 2 2 l( 1l .  We place high 
competitlpn . (Thanks

.
go to Wood · El l l s

.
for priority on black and white photos and 

contr.lbur,ng th i S  article and to Valerle timely announcements before the 
GOVlg for lnformation about the Toronto happen ings l 

.competition) 
KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLINA Each kite had to fly succes s f u l ly 

during the lO : O O a . m. to 1 2 : 0 0a . m. period, 
and those that qual if ied were tagged with 
pre-prinUed sticters. The erratic wind 
eliminated a number of kites . Twenty­
one people and perhaps 35 kites survived 
the qua l i f i cation period. 

SOME WINNERS : • 

NAHCY SZ ERLAG--Least r.tassive 
RANDY BATHURST--Host Original 
GARY �IOODCOCK--Fighting Kite 
GARY WOODCOCK--Sprint 
\,000 ELLIS--Aerodynamic Effic iency 
WOOD ELLIS--Best \,orkmanship 
HANK SZERLAG--Best Decorated 
JOHN HEGG, LIZ HEGG, AND TOM PISA 

a team from Royal Oak, I-lich . ,  
--Most Massive, Greatest Pull, 

etc . 
(Ed. note : RANDY AHD HANK -drop a 

' note with more info about your kites. 
HELLO TEAM from Royal Oak l There must 
be a background story about your 
"maq n i ficant monster II send it please l )  

MANY, MANY THANKS TO THOSE WHO SENT 
IN ARTICLES AND VOLUNTEERED ·TO 
WRITE FOR OUR NEWSLETTER. DUE DATE 
FOR OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER IS AUG. 15th. 

��IIr;� ' I  i J �/retZ/ers 

THE GALLEON IN NAG's HEAD HAS GIVEN UP ITS 
KITE CONTEST-----BUT-----KITE KINGDOM AND 
KITE 'LINES MAGAZINE IS CONTINUING WITH THE 

WRIGHT KITE FESTIVAL 
REGISTRATION IS AT 9 ,3 0  a. m .  AND THE SHOW 
OFF TIME IS 11:0'0 a.m. (NO SITE MENTIONED) J u l y  3. 1  
THERE WILL BE AN ENDURANCE DIVISION IN THE 
AFTERNOON 

AN AWARD WILL. BE MADE FOR THE BEST WRIGHT 
LOOK-ALIKE KITE -----BUILT FROM SCRATCH 
MANY OTHER RIBBONS AND A F EW PRIZES-----­
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT KITE 
KINGDOM, P.O. BOX 1036, KILL DEVIL HILLS, 
NC 2 794 8 ;  TELE . 919-4 4 1-623 5 .  

KITE LINES magazine has published the 
Spring 1979 issue. For those of you 
who may not know about i t ,  KITE LINES 
operates separately from AKA . KITE 
LINES is at 7106 Campfield Road, 
Baltimore, MD 2 12 0 7 .  

GEORGE CRAIG, Director of Region 9 
reports that the AKA KITE INDUSTRY AND . 
TRADE SHOW in Dallas, Texas was a big 
success. It was part o f  the Southwest 
Modelers Show . This excellent and 
popular trade show had 110 booths this 
year and a record crowd. KITE-FELT 
THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE 
EQUIPPING AND RUNNING OF THE AKA BOOTH. 

RSstJclAritJR . 'c �------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------� 

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 
WELCA D. (RED) BRASWELL, PRESIDENT 
10, 0 0 0  LOMOND DRIVE 
MANASSAS, VIRGINIA 22110 USA 

BULK RATE 
U. S. POSTPAID 

ALEX., VA. 
PERMIT 
NO. 257 


