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November / December 1998 

WHERE IT'S AT . . .  Where are we bound? 
by Corey Jensen 

Our kite club is not growing. We seem stuck. The kite stores are slill selling kites, but the last few years they have been 
selling more and more toys. Sport kite competitions draw the same people each time (or so it seems) instead of crowds. 
What is happening? Are we doing something wrong? What can we do to change this? 

The AKA Convention gathers some of the finest kite builders and flyers from around the world, and we can't or won't 
attract an audience. Are we afraid they might want to play with us? Is the fear justified or are we fooling ourselves and 
missing the point? 

I have heard the argument that if non-members come to the AKA Convention, they take advantage of all our organiza
tion without paying their fair share. Sounds paranoid to me. Our membership committee should be out there signing up 
new members . . .  Not trying to scare them away. If we welcome new people when they come to our convention, they just 
might want to join .  Kite flying is a sharing kind of game, after al l .  

In my opinion . . .  We, the AKA and each of us as AKA members, need to be able to DO more. Asking the general 
membership to recruit new members is easy. But we need effective tools to grow our club. The lack of significant 
results shows me that we lack these tools and because of that, many of us are waiting for someone else to really do it. 

My suggestions include expanding the way we play, making the kite game more fun and a bit less serious. No disre
spect to all the fine kite builders out there, but I th ink the great builders and such high standards scare many others 
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away from participation. I would like to see kite building games built around making kites from beach trash a n d  found objects. O r  the kites that look the worst 
up close and beautiful in the sky. Or best family-built kites. How about a non-sewn kite category? Are you beginning to see my point? Each year at the 
convention the best kites are displayed at the banquet and one is voted People's Choice. I resent having to choose between such incredible creations . . .  To 
select one over the others . . .  So I refuse to vote. I n  my opinion all are winners. Who says only one can be so honored. Why can't all the builders go home 
winners? 

The same creativity can be used to reinvigorate the sport kite scene. Who but sport kite fliers (and manufacturers hoping to sell more product) really care who 
flies whichever sport kite the best? Most competitions seem to be little more than promotions by kite stores to increase sales. Where did the "I fly better than 
you" idea come from anyway? What happened to playing together? So . . .  What can we as individual kite fliers do? Perhaps the role of the AKA Convention 
should be to encourage and teach us to be more creative and innovative. How to organize a spectacular kite show and draw a crowd. I like the idea of being a 
dancing bear, performing in the center ring and creating awe and wonder in a crowd . Sounds satisfying. Personally, I would like to see great sport kite fliers 
and pairs and teams showing off their best routines at the convention instead of competing. They would be much more fun if they weren't all worried about 
winning and losing. That should be the reward for all the work. The opportunity to show off . . .  rather than hold just another competition.  

I find kite fliers to be some ofthe most creative and innovative individuals I have ever known. The challenge of change is not too difficult. I t  takes some brain 
work. It takes some creative thinking. But the rewards . . .  Think of the benefits of making the games more fun and less serious. Share your great ideas . . .  
Encourage board members and kite event organizers to 
innovate . . .  Offer to help . . .  The future is ours . . .  Let's make it 
a great one. Corey Jensen is a past president of the AKA, an avid kiteflier and buggy 

enthusiast, an all around, full-time kite expert and a part-time aerial philosopher. 

Support the AKA - Sign up a New Member! - Support the AKA 
r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  

..... • :1 " r.. ..... Membership Dues 1 yr 2 yr 3 yr Amount � I 111 1 r Membership Application I NDIVI DUAL Kiting via 3rd class mail 25 48 7 1  __ 

� 0 New Member 0 Register me as a Member Merchant relatives living in same household 4 8 1 2  

I II ' 
ADDITIONAL FAMILY per person 

o Renewal 0 Don't publ ish my name in the Dir. U S  1 st CLASS MAIL add 8 15 22 
o Reinstatement 0 Don't distribute my name outside AKA SPONSOR KIting via 1 st class mail 

Name _____________________________ Spouse ______________ __ 

Address Email  ________________ _ 

City State Zip ------------
Home Phone Work Phone "--------
Other Family Membe!.-"rs'--__________________________________ __ 

Charge my Visa/MasterCard # 

Signature 

My primary interest is: Dall kinds of kites 0 single l ine kites 0 multi-line kites 

Referred by My local club. _________ _ 

1 1198 Kiting For info cal l 800-AKA-2550 

includes tax deductible contribution 1 00 200 300 

Intemational Members please add postage as follows· 
CANADA or M EXICO 8 1 5  22 
OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL 10 19 28 
OVERSEAS AIR MAIL 25 48 70 

TOTAL REMITTANCE 

Please remit in U.S. dollars. 

Sorry, we cannot take Canadian cheques. 

Send this form with your payment to: 

American Kitefliers Association 
352 Hungerford Drive 

Rockvi l le,  MD 20850-4 1 1 7  U SA 

� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � 
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VIDEOS 
1 995 Tulsa (VHS-PAL - 6 left) 

1 994 Wildwood (PAL - 1 left) 
1 993 Seaside (PAL- 1 left) 

PUBLICATIONS 
Sport Kite Rules, 4th Edition 
Powerflying Manual 
Kites in the Classroom 
How to Fly a Kite 
Club Organizer's Handbook 
Kitemaking Comp·Rules, 3rd Edition 
Fighter I Rokkaku Rules 
Professor Kite Leaflet ( 1 00 pack) 

PATCHES 
AKA 
1 997 Wildwood 
1 996 Santa Monica 
1 994 Wildwood 
1 993 Seaside 
1 992 Lubbock 

JEWELRY 
Diamond Shaped Earrings 

30.00 
26.50 
23.00 

6.00 
4.00 
5.00 
2.00 

. 5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
8.00 

4:00 
4.00 
4.00 
2.50 
1 .00 
1 .00 

(pierced wi AKA logo) small 80.00 large 90.00 
Dangle Diamond Earrings, pierced, AKA 90.00 
Diamond Shaped Pendant, with chain 60.00 
Rings-w/AKA logo Mens 1 25.00 Women 1 1 5.00 

located at · 
Kite Stud io 

Tie Tacs, AKA logo 

5555 Hamilton Blvd. 

Wescosville, PA 1 8 1 06 

......,- .1 11 t" . ...... � I 111 1 ,.  
� , American 

Kitefliers 
Association 

352 Hungerford Drive 

Rockville, MD 

20850-4 1 1 7 

Address correction 

requested 

small 45.00 large 50.00 

PINS,. 
1 997 Wildwood 1 1 996 Santa Monica 
1 995 Tulsa I 1 994 Wildwood 
1 993 Seaside MTA Gallery I 1 992 Lubbock 

CLOTHING 
Short Sleeved t-shirt, AKA logo 
Long Sleeved t-shirt, AKA logo 
Santa Monica tee (XL only) 
Santa Monica polo (XL only) 
Santa Monica sweat (LG, XL, XXL) 
Wildwood ' 97 tee (lg-xl only) 
Nylon Jacket, royal w/AKA logo, lined 
White "McBriar" Sweater, AKA logo 
Polo Shirt, red, white or blue, wi AKA logo 

4.00 
2.50 
1 .00 

1 1 .00 
1 6.00 
1 2.00 
2 1 .00 
2 1 .00 
1 2.00 
75.00 
65.00 
35.00 

Ltd. Edition Tees (L-XXL) AKA logo (front) 
and a custom design by either Scott Skinner, 
Ron Gibian, or Jose Sainz (back) 1 2.00 

ACCESSORIES 

Telephone Cards - AKA logo 5.00 & 1 0.00 
Pocket Knife, 6 tools, AKA logo 1 0.00 
Chrome tape measure, 6' w/AKA logo 8.00 
Foam Koozie with logo 4.00 
MLD 72" kite bag, 2 pockets, w/logo 65.00 
AKA Fanny Pack, w/logo 7.50 
AKA Nylon Banner (3 ' x 14 ' )  1 25.00 

w/telescoping pole 1 50.00 
AKA Window Decal 
AKA Button 

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
Patches & Pins 
T-Shirts & Videos 
Combinations 
Overseas Shipment 

2.00 
2.00 

1 .00 
3 .50 
5 .00 

at cost 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PORTLAND, OR 

PERMIT NO. 684 

Check the renewal date on your label to see your membership expiration! 
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